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CLAIMS 



\ 



What is claimed is: 



A structural beam member which can beiassembledto form a frame for an architectural 



structure, composing; 

5 an extruded elongated load bearingj&l^m^nt having a plurality of inner walls arranged to define a 

cavity; 

an elongated reinforceirfent slat slidably connected to at least one of said plurality of inner walls; 
at least one elongated projection fixedly connected to said at least one of said plurality of inner 
Avails, said slat connected to said at least ((me of said plurality of inner walls by said at least one projection. 



10 The member of claim 1, wherein the beam has a generally rectangular cross-section. 

^ ^> ^} The member o? claim 1,/vherein the reinforcement slat is made of metal. 




The member of claim 1 , wherein the reinforcement slat defines at least one secondary projection 



for receiving a secondary reinforcement slat. 
0/ X, ,( 5 . A structural member fop making an architectun 



15 J^V 



4 

an elongated element having a plurality of outer 



frame, said structural member comprising: 
walls; 

at least one of said outer walls defining at least c|ne anchoring member; 

<& 

a reinforcement slat adapted to be connected to 



said anchoring member; said slat defining at 



20 



least one female receptor for receipt of said at least one anchoring member. 

v X\f>. The member of claim 5, wherein saidilement has a generally rectangular cross- section. 

*c\Y{y& \^(*i°o3w( fto^^[*U 

-> *7. The member of claim 6, wherein thje reinforcement slat is made of metal. 
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G° a/ 8. A support member which/can be akemble'd to form a frame for an architectural structure 
L V comprising: / ^) 

at // ^ 

y a generally rectangular, hollpw, elongated beam; 

1/ 

a reinforcing insert havjng an elongate length coincident with or less than 
the elongate lengtlj/bf the beam; y [* I ^ 

at least one elongated con^ctinjj^^ to an interior wall of the beam; 

an elongated channel defined by the reinforcing member adapted to engage in inter- fitting 
relation with said rail. \ A-^^ 




I 9. The member of claim 8 wherein said beam has a generally rectangular cross-section 



1 0. The me mber of claThT8 wherein the rail and channel" 




i1 Jilrfyr mn fictipn in crog s- 



0. 




tgfy 1 . The member of Claim 10 whei^in the reinforcing member is made of metal 
A 2. The member of Claim 1 1 , wherein the beam is made of metal. 




'(V\x^ ^ method of reinforcing a support memb^Hvhich can be assembled to form a frame for an 
15 v v architectural structure, compnsing: 

providing an extruded hojltfw beam which has at least one projecting lug integrally connected 

thereto; 

providingiKe reinforcing insert defining a recess adapted to mate in inter-fitting engagement 
with said lugf' 
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connecting the insert to the beam by iriter- fitting the lug within the recess, the insert being sized 
and positioned relative to the beam in accordance with engineering calculations which determine the 



exi 



cpepted distribution of forces along the beam. VAa^ [j , - • V 

Cli Wv 1 4 ' The method of claim 1 3 ' fisher including the step of incorporating a plurality of such beams 



into an architectural structure. 



\0 15. The method of claim 13, whereinAe reinforcing insert is made of metal 



it. 



extruded bracing member comprising a rectangular strut having four 



ur walls definii 



efining an 



interior space, each wall meeting at a comer intersection, and a transverse web extending from one corner 
intersection to a diagonally opposite corner intersection. 
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